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SPECIAL EDITION 
(Not to be confused with the Stars and Stripes) 
1 March 2007 – 5th Edition

Those of you receiving this Newsletter by snail mail have been missing out on a monthly distribution of Roadrunner E-News to those having E-mail. You will note that this 5th Edition is also a special edition that includes the entire membership, E-mail and Snail Mail alike because it contains reunion updates and news relevant to the entire Roadrunner membership. All previous E-mail editions are archived on the Web Site under Member News for those missing out on the previous 4 months’ gossip and House Six stories. 
ROADRUNNER EXHIBIT AT THE ATOMIC MUSEUM

For the benefit of those members not receiving our February Newsletter, Dr. Bill Johnson, Ph.D, Director of the Atomic Museum here in Las Vegas has invited the Roadrunners to display an exhibit in the museum during our reunion in October. It is our hope that we can gather enough memorabilia to make a decent display for our members to enjoy and participate. This would also provide opportunity for the public to meet and interact with our members in town for the reunion. Any of you having something to contribute or having contacts within our U-2, YF-12 and A-12 support corporations are encouraged to help us out on this. This will be a highly publicized media event and major step forward in our mission of recording our Cold War legacy.

Las Vegas, Nevada 1 - 4 October 2007. 
Chairman, Harry Martin and the Reunion Committee are still refining the reunion arrangements. If you have any suggestions on how we might improve the reunion please share your ideas with us now while there is time to make changes. 
*The RI 1129th SAS Command Post (CP) will be located in the banquet area on the 2nd floor of the Gold Coast Hotel and Casino. 

1000 hrs. Command Post Opens. Registration (Packets,* RI Goodies, Banquet Table Assignments.) Coffee & donuts available, See displays, Peruse Frank Murray’s Scrap Book, *RI Gift Shop open for business. Check the bulletin board for messages and visit with old friends. 
1500 hrs House 6 Cash Bar opens. Monday night is an open evening to allow friends to spend time together. 
2100 hrs House 6 Bar closes. *Chilled beer, wine, soft drinks & water will be available via self-service when the House 6 Bar is closed. 

The Roadrunner exhibit will be on display all day at the Atomic Museum. We hope our members will take advantage of this opportunity to meet the public as representatives of our fine association. Wear your badges so the public will know that they’re talking to and admiring a proud Roadrunner. Roadrunner Pete Merlin will be conducting a presentation about the Roadrunners and Area 51 at the Atomic Museum for public and media viewing. Rather than setting up in the RI hospitality suite, we encourage vendors and authors to likewise set up shop at the Atomic Museum where they can serve both our members and the public. We are also seeking and encouraging corporate sponsorship and representation at the museum to further enhance our RI exhibit. This arrangement is tentative until the reunion chairman has finalized this with the museum. 
2300 hrs? CP closes. 

0830 hrs CP Opens - Registration continues. 
0830-Board buses for tour of Nevada Test Site. Arrive back at the Hotel at 1530 hours. This will be an “Entertain Yourself” day for those not wishing to take the Nevada Test Site tour. Among your many options, other than the casinos, you may want to spend a couple hours touring the Atomic Museum . Those of you no longer into skydiving and hang gliders may want to take one of the many tours Las Vegas has to offer. The Hotel Bell Desk will assist you in tours of the Grand Canyon, Hoover Dam, Lake Mead, and many other entertainment options Las Vegas has to offer. 

Again, those Roadrunners wishing to do so are encouraged to spend some time as a Roadrunner representative at our exhibit at the Atomic Museum. 
1500 hrs House 6 Bar opens. 
1530-2130 hrs –More details in a future newsletter. 
2100 hrs House 6 Bar closes – Self-service available.  Pairings for “The Groom Lake Open ” posted and transportation to the Desert Willow Golf Course, arranged. (Par 60, Slope 95. Blue-3811 yards, White-6135 yards, Red-3108 yards) Golfers, get a good night sleep, you depart early tomorrow morning. 
2300 hrs? CP closes. 

0730 hrs CP opens – Golfers depart for Desert Willows. Registration continues. Optional entertainment for the non-golfers is still being finalized and will be posted shortly. 

Those Roadrunners not playing golf are encouraged to participate in a tour of Bigelow Aerospace followed by attendance at our exhibit at the Atomic Museum.
1400 hrs Golfers return for a ‘practice nap.’ 
1500 hrs House 6 Bar opens.                                          
1530-1630 hrs. – Still in the planning stage. 
1730 hrs. Roadrunner Happy Hour– Open evening to spend with friends or visiting the hotel and Strip casinos. 
2300 hrs? CP closes 

0830-1600 hrs CP opens early. *Coffee, tea and donuts provided for those arriving early for the Membership meeting. Registration continues until 0930 hrs. The membership meeting will be open to all, however only voting members will participate. We encourage everyone to complete shopping for RI souvenirs, books, etc. because the CP will close at 1600 hrs and will not reopen 
0930 -1100hrs Membership Meeting - Nevada Ballroom on the second floor. Coffee and ice water will be available. Agenda; Secretary & Treasurer reports, election of officers. *A short presentation may be organized for after this event. 
1800 hrs No-host cocktails served in the Nevada Ballroom 
1900 hrs Banquet Dinner. Business attire recommended. 
2000 hrs. Rather than having a guest speaker, light in-house entertainment by members is being organized. The evening theme will be social and camaraderie. Expect some aviation stories about times our contemporaries tested the edge of the envelope or, better still, occasions when they “screwed the pooch.” NO SERIOUS STUFF. 
2040 hrs Newly elected Slate of Officers introduced 
2050 hrs Honors and awards 
2130 hrs Reunion concludes 
NAME TAGS

Name tags at this reunion will be prepared prior to the commencement of the reunion and will be issued at check in at the reunion hospitality desk. Name tags will contain the member’s name and affiliation with the Roadrunner projects. This will be your opportunity to state for whom you worked and your specialty that attracted you to “The Customer” running the projects and operations Groom Lake and Kadena. Attending members will be expected to provide this information not later than 1 September in response to registration information provided by the RI reunion organizers in a newsletter. 
MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL

Membership dues will be paid current prior to arrival at the reunion. The staff officers will be engaged in reunion affairs; therefore the hospitality desk will be manned by volunteers. Consequently, all member financial matters will be resolved prior to arrival for the reunion. 
CHANGES IN ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP ADMISSIONS

After careful and extensive consideration the Membership Committee and staff officers have hopefully resolved the Associate Membership policy differences plaguing the previous two reunions. Hereafter, associate membership will be awarded by voting member nomination, committee approval, and invitation only. Being an associate member of Roadrunners Internationale will continue to be a highly coveted privilege awarded to individuals who’s military or career history contributes to the mission of our association.
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Remembering the forgotten Army-Navy Game

This last Fall Army and Navy knocked helmets in football for the 107th time – OR 108th if you happened to be stationed in Hollandia, Dutch New Guinea, in August 1945. Seven thousand Navy and 40,000 Army personnel were holding down the fort after Adm. Chester Nimitz and Gen. Douglas MacArthur wrested control of that strategic location in the southwest Pacific from the Japanese. The (new) natives of Hollandia were getting restless when three crates containing 25 full football uniforms – jerseys, pads, shoes and helmets – mysteriously arrived at a receiving dock.  So it was decided to choose sides and play a football game. Army Engineers and navy Seabees cleaned a 100-yard swath from the jungle and a coin was flipped to see who would get the odd uniform. Navy won the extra, but Army got to play in the black jerseys while Navy had to bleach its uniforms white. Because there weren’t enough uniforms for two platoons, players swapped in tents that were erected beyond the end zones. No one, in all probability, expected to see much of a game, nonetheless, about 15,000 curious service men turned out on a muggy day that, combined with the previous evening’s rain, turned the field into a swamp the likes of which none had ever seen. The Navy team won 9-0.
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2-3-2007 – Our condolences are extended to the family of Ed Kattenberg who passed away on January 28th after a short battle with leukemia. He was surrounded by his family and friends when he passed. Ed’s son, Rex, reports Ed had a beautiful military funeral on the 1st of February. 



RI welcomes Denise Haen, former EG&G Special Projects Director as a voting member. Denise is the spouse of Roadrunner Dave Haen, who also worked for EG&G SP along with RI President T.D. Barnes and Roadrunners Jim Freedman and Wayne Pendleton during Project OXCART and thereafter.



Car decals will no longer be issued
Air Force has directed all Installation Commanders to discontinue privately owned vehicle registration and issuance of the DD Form 2220, DoD Vehicle Registration Decal. This change was made as a way to save money and to improve the safety of airmen and their families while they are off base. In the post-Sept. 11 world, the decals have little practical use for base security because 100% credential checks of all vehicle occupants at all installation gates are in effect. New technology, such as a camera that photographs license plates of cars at base gates, also allows security teams to keep track of who is entering and leaving a base. There is the additional security concern that off base, the decals identify the car or truck as belonging to someone who is in the military or works on base. If a terrorist wanted to target members of the military, he only has to look at car windows to find a target. Expect some challenges while entering any military installations still issuing decals. Without decals, you may be required to get a visitors pass. 
UPDATE ON THE STATUS OF ARTICLE #128 AT CIA HEADQUARTERS

For those of you who haven’t heard, Article #128 is being moved from the Minnesota National Guard to CIA Headquarters at Langley. Dedication ceremonies will be conducted on September 7, the 60th anniversary of the CIA. As we have in the past for Air Force and NASA, we Roadrunners have been asked to assist the CIA in matters about the A-12 OXCART Project known only to various individuals within our association. Fulfilling such requests are the reasons for RI staff repeatedly asking our voting members to provide staff with brief bios and affiliation information. Many of you still haven’t provided us with photos or your affiliation, so no whining if your legacy remains as black as was Project OXCART in the 1960’s. At this time we do not know the extent, if any, of our participation and/or attendance at the dedication. When the Agency decides and lets us know, you will be so informed.

The plan for #128 is to finish disassembling it as weather allows and move it to WorldWide Recovery Hq. in Nebraska until Spring. The move will resume at that time and reassembly completed in Virginia in time for the 60th anniversary celebration  of the CIA.
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Happy (Chinese Lunar) New Year which fell on 18 February. We wish our ROCAF Members a healthy, happy and prosperous year of PIG.

Have a story or bit of gossip, send it to your Roadrunner staff of officers at roadrunners_intl@cox.net. Your participation in the U-2, A-12, and YF-12 projects was an important part of a team effort. Establishing our Roadrunner legacy continues to be a team effort, so please contribute whatever you have to advance this important project. 
	

	

	

	

	



27 February 2007
SUBJECT: Save CIA Article #128 from the Minnesota National Guard 
TO: All Members of Roadrunners Internationale
As some of you know, Roadrunners Internationale has been supporting the CIA in obtaining Article #128 from the Minnesota National Guard, the Minnesota Air National Guard Historical Foundation, Inc. and Jim Goodall, a former Minnesota National Guardsman. According to various interviews with Jim Goodall, including the Wall Street Journal, the plane was restored by Jim Goodall using components owned by him. Goodall reportedly referred to Article 128 as being his plane. 

We learned today that Richard W. Wiessner, Lt. Col. USAF, Retired, Member of the Board of Directors and B.G. Mark Ness USAF, Retired, Vice Chairman, Board of Directors of the Minnesota Air National Guard Historical Foundation, Inc. have gone out to the media, the United States House of Representatives, and the United States Senate challenging the recall claiming equity rights to the A-12 based on ‘rescuing the a/c from a scrap heap’ and investment of private resources in support of Jim Goodall’s representations and defenses for his vandalism of Article 128.
The MANGMF has involved the Minnesota congressional delegation and legislation which has introduced in both the Senate (SB-437) and House (HR-812) directing the SAF to convey ownership to the MANGMF as a private organization with continuing care and maintenance provided by the 133rd AW. This is an attempt to block the CIA from moving the plane where it belongs and would in effect deny the Roadrunners finally having a plane to identify with their legacy. Additionally, it is our position that the legislation before the House and Senate usurps the authority of the military services under 10 USC 2572 to manage cultural, historic and educational resources on behalf of all US citizens.  
Commencing with a vote by the general membership of Roadrunners to make it the organization’s mission to preserve the legacy of the CIA U-2 and A-12 Projects at Area 51 and the Air Force YF-12 Project that also originated at the Area, we have been seeking to preserve at least one of the A-12 Articles as a symbol of our legacy. In that same regard, in recent years the CIA has also become more conscious of its organizational history and has been actively collecting and preserving items of material culture for exhibit and museum usage.  As a part of this program, the Curator of the CIA Museum requested an example of the original A-12 aircraft on behalf of the Agency with the approval of the D/CIA for exhibit at their Langley headquarters facility.  The CIA’s specific interest was to utilize the aircraft as a memorial to all airmen and CIA personnel involved with the OXCART Program, including their operational losses.  While the A-12 would not be on ‘public’ display, per se, it would be visible annually to a deserving audience of tens of thousands of government employees and official visitors to the CIA Headquarters facility. 
Neither Jim Goodall nor the Minnesota National Guard “rescued” Article 128. The only reason 128 was loaned to the 133rd Airlift Wing (MNANG) in Minneapolis, was because of it being the only aircraft not on loan to an accredited museum activity. 
Contrary to statements made by both the Congressional Delegation and the Minnesota Air Guard Museum Foundation, the A-12 was not “rescued from a California scrap heap”.  All 9 of the aircraft were in secure storage at Air Force Plant 42 in Palmdale, California. 
It is insanely unbelievable that the recall of the A-12 has resulted in both Senate (SB 437)  and House (HR 812) proposed legislation directing the Secretary of the Air Force to convey full rights and title of the A-12 directly to the Minnesota Air Guard Museum.
Up until now the Roadrunners have stood down on this matter until Goodall bragged to the various media that he was stripping the cockpit of Article 128 to prevent the CIA obtain “his” cockpit components. As the photos we’ve posted on the Roadrunner web site attest, Goodall appears to have indeed vandalized the plane while in care of the Minnesota National Guard. Since learning of this abuse of Article 128, support for the USAF move has come from A-12/SR-71 veterans and special interest groups, who have significant interests in the disposition of A-12’s. Strong statements of support for the Air Force action include the following three individual comments made to the media:
      “Allow me to identify myself as the Author of the only book on the A12 aircraft,"A-12 Declassified"(MBI Publishers 2001). I read your article and I can say not only should the CIA have an A12, IT DESERVES TO HAVE AN A-12! While I feel grief of loss for the MINN guys, they have been wonderful and took great care of the aircraft, the CIA brought the A12 into existence with OXCART and deserves to have the best there is. Personally the MINN guys should be honored that the aircraft is going back to where she does belong. I support the USAF Museum's decision to make the move. I don't think that politics should be brought into this. It's the USAF's museum property. No aircraft is on "permanent loan" to anyone. She belongs to the American people and to the organizations that brought and sustained her through out her working life. The CIA can properly present her amazing history. Let her go home in pride and peace.” Jeannette Remak

    “I’ll just say that the Roadrunners* are aware of the proposed move of Article 128 to where it belongs and are actively supporting the move. If the Agency wasn't doing what it's doing to retrieve the A-12, we would be doing something to bring it back to Nevada where it flew. As everyone knows, the A-12 was never an asset of any National Guard,” TD Barnes, President of Roadrunners Internationale.

 “The A-12 is the pride of the CIA and everyone associated with it, as it should be. You should be proud that the A-12 can be installed in Langley.  We risked our lives and careers daily for the success of the A-12. It was an amazing success due greatly to the CIA management. I totally agree with you. The A-12 should go "home". Thank you for your support.”  Colonel Ken Collins, USAF, Ret (A-12 Test Pilot, Dutch 21’ SR-71 Test Pilot and Instructor Pilot)

We must not let Article 128 to become a political football. The CIA has a short timetable for disassembly, moving, and reassembly at CIA Headquarters at Langley, Virginia in time for its 60th anniversary salute to the Roadrunners who flew the A-12. 

We ask each member of Roadrunners Internationale support the mission of our association by also supporting the CIA in acquiring Article #128. You may do so by contacting the Secretary of Defense, Secretary of the Air Force, and the members of the United States Senate and House of Representatives. We also encourage you to confront with the truth any media supporting was has previously been falsely represented. 

Contact Information:

	Secretary of the Air Force
1670 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1670
	Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000


Details are posted on the RI web site at: http://roadrunnersinternationale.com/article128.html
Respectfully,








T.D. BARNES








President
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