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 (Not to be confused with the Stars and Stripes) 
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1 February 2008 – 16th Edition

        FINAL FLIGHT 
The Roadrunners are mourning the loss of Dick Estey of

Lockheed A-12 Flight Test and USAF MSGT O.B. Harnage Project Oxcart and

CIA in Vietnam, Laos
NEW MEMBERS

The Roadrunner Officers and Membership committee welcome new associate members Eric Boehm, aircraft restoration technician on the USS Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum, Mike Thompson, aircraft restoration technician at the Battleship Memorial Park in Mobile, Ala., and USAF Col. Rich Graham of SR-71 fame. Upgrading their membership to permanent: Col. Charlie Trapp and Joe Ventolo, formerly w/AF Air & Space Museum.
REUNION 2009 UPDATE
Reunion Committee Chairman Harry Martin reports the January meeting of the Reunion Committee with the Gold Coast Hotel and Casino to contract for the next Roadrunner reunion to be held 5-9 October 2009. The schedule has been posted to Member Activities on the web site. Four display tables were reserved for the Agency’s EAA gift shop which is in the process of adding Roadrunner memorabilia to its merchandise inventory. Internet access to the CIA gift shop has been arranged via membership available to our Roadrunner members. The application form and details will be provided our membership by separate message.
ROADRUNNER OCTOBER 2008 MEXICAN RIVIERA CRUISE
When asked several of our Roadrunner members expressed intent to participate in the cruise but were unaware they need to let us know NOW for price negotiation and planning purposes. Everyone will be contacted prior to any firm commitments. Please contact Barnes or Martin now if you plan to join in more fun than we’ll ever be able to admit to when we return. 
THE MUSEUM OF FLIGHT NEWS (No – this is not a sick joke. This is from the Museum’s newsletter.)
Jim Goodall Presents[image: image7.jpg]


: Saturday, Feb. 16, 2008, 3pm

Renowned aviation historian, author and airplane restorer, Jim Goodall, will talk about the "Blackbird" family of airplanes from their secret origin with the CIA to their retirement as the world's fastest jet. He will also give an update on the restoration of the Museum's DeHavilland Comet 4C jet airliner, of which he is Project Manager.
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A-12 NEWS
In the December newsletter Associate Roadrunner member Eric Boehm at the Intrepid Museum alerted us that it would appear that actor Will Smith in the movie “I am Legend” is teeing golf balls from the wings of A-12 Article 122. Eric has provided us this photo to explain how this portion of the film was made. It was taken on the deck of the USS Intrepid during the filming of the movie last Oct 2, 2006. Will Smith the actor, and the dog seen in the scene, were filmed atop the platform erected aft of the wing trailing edge. They were then digitally superimposed onto the wing for the scene to make it appear he teed from the plane. 
MORE A-12 GOLFING NEWS
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Yo, CIA, NRO, NSA, or whoever you were. Will Smith is not the only golfer inspired by the beauty of an A-12 to do wacky things. The mystery has finally been solved. Remember back in 1967 when golf balls kept showing up in your hidden “no-name” fenced in SIGINT compound down the slope from Morgan Manor at Kadena. Well the culprit has been identified as none other than one of the Air Force pilots “sheepdipped” from the Air Force by the CIA to fly the A-12. An extensive investigation has revealed that the Roadrunners have been covering for Dennis Sullivan who was loading his luggage with practice balls from the Las Vegas Craig Ranch and Dunes golf courses and bringing them to Okinawa where he wacked them into the compound with his #4 wood driver. Even though Dennis retired an USAF one-star, JAG says that because he was CIA at the time no Article 32 hearing will be conducted. We can only hope this applies to the Roadrunner cover up as well. Perhaps we should plea “National Security” before the wife of Monica Lewinsky’s ex-boyfriend takes office. Move over Will Smith. You have to share the stage with Denny whom the investigators suspect may have also stashed his golf clubs in the Q-bay on a couple of his Oxcart missions. Denny, you were supposed to be photographing the enemy airfields, not their golf courses. Hmmmm. Makes one wonder how he knew about that golf course in China where he and Rose Marie played last year.

MORE
We told you last month about Jeannette Remak and Joe Ventolo’s latest book, “The Archangel and the OXCART: The Lockheed A-12 Blackbirds and the Dawn of Mach III Reconnaissance”. Jeannette is asking the Roadrunners to identify the source of this photo of Louis Schalk, Jim [image: image10.jpg]


Eastham, and Bob Gilliland, the first to fly the A-12, YF-12, and SR-71 respectfully. She says it’s too late to get it in the book, but would still like to know who, when, and where the photo was taken.
DOES ANYONE RECALL SAM NAVE?
The family of Sam Paul Nave is seeking information about Sam, whom according to various documents completed his time with the Marine Air Corp as a helicopter pilot and went to work for Lockheed. The family was told by someone in the Pentagon that Sam flew the Blackbird. This is questionable as Sam was a bit heavy and 6’4” tall. The family knows that he spent the week doing something highly classified at an undisclosed site and returned home on weekends. This suggests that he may have been working at the Area on some project other than Oxcart. Sam died in 1989, holding fast to his secrecy pledge, but other than that little is known. In his effects was a Lockheed declaration upon his leaving that showed him a Senior Flight Test Engineer, departing to fly for American Airlines on May 13, 1966, and having been with Lockheed since his birthday, Oct 3, 1962. If any of you know something about Sam Nave, let’s solve this mystery for the family.  
DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL: AREA 51 GETS ITS OWN AIRPORT INDENTIFER

Comments from the RI Webmaster
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I imagine most of you have seen the front page articles in the Las Vegas Review Journal, the Air Force Times, Navy Times, etc. where they report the Area 51 Groom Dry Lake facility now having the codename “Homey” and airport identifier KXTA (K standing USA and XTA for extraterrestrial?). The media worldwide has jumped on what was published in the Air Force Times and suddenly a local security codename became, according to the media, an international identifier of the Groom Lake air strip. Roadrunner Clyde Fancher confirms the identifier KXTA being on his aircraft GPS unit. Wonder what would happen if we leak the rumor that Bill Fox and a few others were alien engineers working on Project Oxcart? Hmmmm! Bet it wouldn’t be boring.
CORRECTION
In the last edition mention was made of the staff and crew at the Battleship Park Museum at Mobile when describing a photo showing Mike Thompson at the nose of Article 132. Mike does not have a crew. All the work to the airplanes he does – he is a one man show.  From the amount of repair accomplished since the museum being damaged by Hurricane Katrina, Mike certainly takes it to another level. The Roadrunners are fortunate to have Mike as an associate member.
MORE ABOUT THE USS ALABAMA BATTLESHIP MEMORIAL PARK MUSEUM
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Kudos to Mike Thompson and Owen Miller for their work in making their museum the first of those hosting an A-12 to erect a display to similarly honor the Roadrunners who built and flew the plane. We commend the museum for its plans to have on display with the A-12 a memorial to home town boy Jack Weeks who lost his life in an A-12 during Operation Blackshield as the unit was preparing to return home to Area 51 for disbandment. We understand several of the other museums with A-12s intend to follow suit. They’ll certainly have our Roadrunner support. 
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NELLIS AFB NEWS
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Seems only yesterday that he attended the Change of Command ceremony when M/Gen R. Michael Worden replaced M/Gen Steve Goldfein. RI President Barnes reports attending a New Years’ holiday reception the past week at the Nellis Officer’s Club which also served as a special farewell to General and Mrs. Worden who is being replaced by Brig. Gen. Steven Hoog as commander of the Air Force Warfare Center. Earlier in the month, in a change-of-command ceremony in the Thunderbird hangar, Brig. Gen. Hoog relinquished to Col. Russell J. Handy his command of Nellis AFB’s prestigious 57th Wing, known in Pentagon circles as the largest and most diverse flying Wing. Col. Handy is the 31st commander of the 57th since the 1940’s when the Wing was known as the Army Air Corps’ 57th Pursuit Group, becoming famous for its role in supporting the British 8th Army’s drive across Egypt and Libya. Having 191 F-15 Eagles grounded, of which 25 are assigned to the 57th, the current Red Flag air combat training exercise is having to scramble to provide enemy aggressor aircraft for the exercise. Thus far 12 of the Wing’s F-15s have been cleared to fly on a “plane-by-plane” basis. As a point of interest, Roadrunner member Col. “Goldie” Goldfein is the father of M/Gen Goldfein mentioned above. Also, in 1967 after leaving Project Oxcart at Area 51, Roadrunner Maj. Dick Roussell (pictured right) was chief of the Operational Test and Evaluation Division of the 57th Fighter Weapons Wing with over 200 projects in progress.
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COMMENTS FROM THE WEBMASTER

Each month here out we intend to feature a never told Oxcart/Black Shield story as part of our mission of recording our Cold War legacy. The following is an example of what we need from each of you, so start writing. Every story is important so don’t hold back. Our March edition will feature among other things an account of the Lake Mead Parasail exercise. 
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The Recovery of Article 131, Mission BX-6727 over North Vietnam flown by Frank Murray on 6 October 1967.

At 0100 hours Zulu CIA A-12 pilot Frank Murray departed Kadena on a routine overflight of North Vietnam. Mission BX 6726 had been cancelled and Frank’s mission called to fly the previously cancelled mission. As he completed his first pass over denied territory Murray heard a loud bumping sound and noticed fluctuation in the oil pressure gauge for his right engine. The oil pressure of Article 131’s right engine dropped to zero at he approached 20 miles to INS position 06.
     After shutting down the right engine, Murray kept the good engine at max thrust until clear of North Vietnam airspace, and then started his descent on the path to the intended tanker. While over Laos Murray called the tanker on the secure radio, telling the tanker crew that he was aborting the rest of the mission and planned to land at Takhli AB in Thailand. Unknown to Murray, Takhli AB was the home of a CIA U-2 detachment. The tanker relayed what he knew back home, however the abort was well underway by now. When Murray arrived overhead at Takhli, he tried to contact the control tower without success. It was then that the tanker reminded him he was still transmitting in the secure radio mode. This explained why the tower wasn't answering. After switching to the normal UHF mode, the tower was told that an emergency recovery was going to happen soon. The tower wanted to know what type airplane was involved, how many souls on board, how much fuel on board etc.  The usual things a control tower asks. Murray told the tower the airplane type was classified and that he had one soul on board and the fuel state was about 15,000 lbs. About this time the tower was asking if the emergency aircraft could hold while the base launched a large strike force.
     Murray told the tower that he was twenty miles out on a straight-in approach. All the while the base was not visible to Murray due to cloud cover over the base. At about five miles and under the cloud deck Murray sighted the runway and prepared for a single engine landing (which for him was not really a great problem). With the gear down, the tower could now see what must have been quite a sight, an A-12 approaching the base. The landing was uneventful, but as Murray cleared the runway on a taxiway, he informed the tower that the runway was fouled by the small chute that deploys the main drag-chute and a good number of rubber bands from the deployed drag-chute. This unscheduled emergency landing caused a considerable delay in the launch of a large F-105 strike force bound for North Vietnam. Murray’s tanker landed also as he had the PF-1 fuel needed to service the A-12 for the recovery to Kadena.
     After stopping on the taxiway, Murray called for the base commander to discuss what to do and where to put the A-12. The first officer to come out to the A-12 was the Thai base commander. With that, Murray told the tower to have the American commander come out. He did arrive shortly after and they discussed where to move the A-12. The good engine was still running, so the airplane could be moved under its own power. They decided that the best place at the moment was the compass rose parking stand off the main taxiway.
     It was there that Murray gave the American officer his letter of introduction. Shortly after that a group of people approached the A-12 and identified themselves as CIA people from the U-2 detachment. Now having knowledgeable assistance, Murray could shut down the engine providing air conditioning to his flight suit.  The U-2 guys indicated that they would try to move the A-12 to their hangar as there were no other hangars on the base, only nose docks. They transported Murray to the U-2 compound to remove the pressure suit and make a call to Kadena describing the airplane problems.
     Between the U-2 guys and the base, they concocted a tow bar to use in moving the A-12 to the U-2 hangar. The pathway to the hangar was designed for the U-2 so it consisted of a single narrow hard surface which the A-12 nose wheel could ride upon. The main gear would be off the hard surface. They planned to position PSP planking for the main gear to ride on. Murray was in the cockpit while the towing operation took place.  As the A-12 wheels rolled over the PSP it was destroyed by the weight of the airplane, but they had plenty of PSP so they continued on to the hangar. The U-2 hangar was sufficiently wide to house the A-12 but it was marginally suited in height. As the A-12 was approaching the hangar it became clear that the rudders were going to strike the top of the hangar doorway. After much discussion as how to proceed, they decided to deflate the main gear struts to gain clearance for the rudders. This action worked and the A-12 was now securely in the hangar with the doors shut to prevent prying eyes from watching what went on. The U-2 detachment people were able to download the camera and remove the film (take) for processing. Murray borrowed a flying suit from the U-2 guys and awaited the recovery team.
     At the first indication of an abort, extending from Kadena Air Base to CIA Headquarters at McLean, a mad scramble had erupted to get Murray to safety and to protect the integrity of the mission. Protecting the secrecy of the A-12 was a prime concern. Call signs had been compromised by an unknown station, so new call signs had to be assigned for A-12 buddy recovery by Detachment 4 commo. A recovery team of 9 officers, 8 enlisted, 33 civilian, and 4000 lbs equipment were loaded on a KC-135 to join up with Murray and the plane. A C-130 with 24,800 lbs equipment and 2 civilians followed. The trip took 4 hours 11 minutes.
     Unable to repair the broken link to oil pressure sensor, a wire was run through a panel door to provide operational oil pressure information. The improvised repair restricted the flight to low speed, which created all sorts of problems as a low and slow flight home to Kadena would expose the Oxcart vehicle to unauthorized viewing and to rapidly deteriorating weather conditions.
     After the repairs were completed in the U-2 hangar, the A-12 was moved outdoors back to the compass rose parking stand. The weak taxiway became a problem as it wasn’t strong enough for the plane to return to the hangar once it was loaded with fuel. In the event of a delayed takeoff, the plane would have to be covered with tarps after servicing.

     The ground crew did an engine start to check on their work. All went well so the plan was started for the flight to Kadena. Part of the preparation was the alignment and loading of the INS route to home base. The INS crew did not have a good bench mark position to load (present position) so they used the position of the Takhli AB base-ops furnished by the base. 
     Normally the A-12 would have been ground run on a tie down prior to release for flight, but there was no tie down good enough for the A-12 so it was decided that Murray would test the engine on takeoff. 
     Two SAC 903rd KC-135s were on station to organize a return buddy flight. Complicating matters, the recovery equipment brought up in C-130 was too large to fit in a KC-135 for return to Kadena.
     Departure of the buddy flight required coordination with the area combat support commander to schedule departure during period of least observance and between takeoff of combat craft and their return. The return flight would have to avoid high traffic density and minimize opportunity for other aircraft to observe the Oxcart vehicle in flight. Heavy cirrus, ice and CB activity on both return routes became a factor. The Article would travel within a cell with a KC-135 carrying the PF-1 fuel. Article 131 would carry enough to make an emergency landing in South Vietnam if in dire need. Article 131 was to be identified as a KC-135 on buddy flight. F-105’s from Takhli would escort the cell to a point near Saigon where F-4’s would took up the escort mission to a safe point off-shore S. Vietnam. 

     There was no need for a pressure suit on the low altitude return flight so Murray used a summer flying suit and his regular flying helmet that the recovery crew had brought from Kadena. One can only imagine the people gawking as Murray, his KC-135, and F-105 escorts took the runway for departure. Everybody on the base knew there was a Blackbird there and when the commotion started with the Buicks running they lined the taxiways. After liftoff of the buddy flight, the Agency security people went crazy trying to round up the cameras on base.  

     As the weather worsened, it had been decided that the KC-135 would be the buddy flight leader so it could use its radar to vector the flight around the weather cells. Sometimes on the flight back the tanker would lead and other times Murray led the flight. They had to not only avoid the storms, but a B-52 Arc Lite flight in Philippine air space as well. The return required three aerial refuelings of Murray’s A-12. The return flight was made at 30,000 feet. The INS worked well and was not updated on the return. When Murray landed back at Kadena the INS was within spec for position and ground speed.  Not bad after the crude start made hours before at Takhli. Murray had flown at Mach 3.19 and 81,000 feet for a duration of 2:20 hours prior to aborting. Imagery quality was good. His buddy flight back to Kadena lasted over 5 hours. The recovery and the experiences learned became procedure and part of the TAC doctrine. The CIA’s wandering boy returned with a sore butt and credit for half a mission.

     Stemming from this event was a couple of interesting side stories of things that happened along the way....

     The first is something that occurred after a couple days of Murray lounging around the U-2 compound when he asked to borrow some civilian clothing to go to the Officer's Club on the Base. The U-2 detachment people were not fond of that idea but said OK so long as one of their security people went along. So off they went to get a beer. They were sitting at the bar, when Murray felt a tap on the shoulder. Turning to see who did the tapping, Murray was surprised to see an old friend from the 60th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, the unit Murray came from to go to Area 51 and the Oxcart Program. The old friend asked what Murray was doing at Takhli, so Murray told him he was a Hughes Tech Rep, working on a radar in the vicinity. The friend exchanged chit chat and went his way.  Some time later after Murray got back in the Air Force, he was sent to a refresher course on Sea Survival at Tyndall AFB in Florida.  It was at this school that the old friend found Murray once again, this time as a Lt Col in the Air Force.  Murray told him that he just decided to get back in the Blue Suit. The old friend said something about doubting anything Murray said, quipping that he must have been the guy that flew the Blackbird into Takhli back in '67. Murray could not confirm anything since the Program was still classified. Now one can see why the Agency guys didn't want Murray to go to the Club at Takhli.

     The second interesting event was the effect of having seen Murray and his A-12 in a combat zone. The security guys had the vice Wing Commander of the F-105 fighter squadron sign a paper where he was required to uphold the security of the Oxcart operation.  This effectively ended the Colonel’s combat flying in that war. Ironically, the Wing Commander Colonel was one John Giraudo. His brother Joe had been at Area 51 for some time working for the Agency as a blue suiter on Project OXCART. This abort mission was one of a kind during the Blackshield operation, all others recovered to Kadena after overflights.
FROM THE CIA
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o the Friends of the Central intelligence Agency Museum

The museum staff hopes you had a safe and wonderful Holiday Sea-
s0n and wisn you the best for 2008. Your continuing support for our
museum programs was critcal 1o our success in 2007, when friends
of the museurn in every Agency directorate shared stores, confributed
artfacts of historical signficance, and reinforced the museun’s mis-
sion to “Inform, Instruct and Inspire.” We thank you all

Witn other components of the Center for the Study of Intelligence, CIA
Museum helped celebrate the Agency's 60th anniversary with a num-
ber of new projects and additions.

On the Front Lines: CIA in Afghanistan, which opened in Septem-

ber, explores the combined efforts of US intelligence, US military forc-

5. Afghan allies, and coalition partners that n just a few shorl months

defeated al Qa'ida and the Taliban in A‘ghanistan after the terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001. The exhibil marks the

work of teams of resourceful CIA peaple who oak big risks and worked with cvery key group in Afghanistan to lay the cor-
nerstone for the mission's success.

Another big—and we do mean BIG—addition fo the collection
arrived in August—on FIVE wide1oad 18-wheeler trucks. Impos
siblo to miss from the parking lots west of Headquarters is the
A-§2 OXCART aicraft on loan from the National Museum of the
US Air Force. Assembly of the aircrat (Article 128 to the aficio-
nados) look tWo weeks as it was “double-parked” in North Lot
Article 128'5 final installation, aloft on three stainless steel py-
lons, will show the bird in its operational fight atitude at 80,000
feet its nose up 8 degrees and in 2 9 degree roll. Now on the
campus of the Agency that commissioned s creation, the bird
has returned o its nest. More on the A-12 can be found at www:
cia.gou, including the DCIA's speech on at the presentation of the
A 12, declassified documontation at www.foia cia.gov, as well a
short history at www.cia. govlibrary/centerfor the-study-of intel-
ligence/csi-publications/hooks-and-monographs/a-12/.

The generosity of our danors led to three additions to the Intel-
igence At

Gallery: *Earthquake’s Final Flight* by Jeff Bass commermorates air op-
erations of Civil Air Transport and its CIA conlract pilats in support of
Fronch forces at Dien Bien Phu in 1954; artst Keith Woodeock's paint-
ing "An Air Combat First” depicts the historic moment in the Vietnam
War when an Air America helicopter crew shol down a Soviel-buill AN-2
biplane following an attack by the North Vietnamese on a then-secret |

US radar facilty; and, during the 60t anniversary week, DCIA Hayden

unveiled *Untouchable,” revezling artst Dru Blair's depiction o the A- s
12’ first aperational fight over North Vietnam on 31 hay 1967.

Meamwhile, 2007 was a record year for vists to the museum. Docents
led tours for 5,000 Agency guests and VIPs. In addition, our superb
cadre of volunteers made Family Day an outstanding success as over
13,200 people visited the exhibits in just seven hours

Each of us on the CIA Musaum staff sends you our very best wishes
and thanks for your help in preserving the CIAs heritage, and we look.
forward to many more times together in 20081t




The Roadrunners Internationale staff wishes to thank all the members and others who contributed to this newsletter. If we post something in error, we would like to know. We depend on you to help us get it right.
TIRED OF THE SAME FACES EACH EDITION? - SEND US YOUR STORIES AND GOSSIP. 

	

	

	

	

	















PAGE  
1

